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foreign intelligence and security as-
pects of that matter, the very impor-
tant question of how we keep Russia
from hacking our elections in the fu-
ture, what is clear is that the inves-
tigations into the Trump administra-
tion are now matters for the Judiciary
Committee.

The gentlewoman from California,
Senator FEINSTEIN, and I were on CNN
this weekend, and we made the point
that the Judiciary Committee has the
oversight responsibility for the Justice
Department, therefore, it is time for
the committee to do its job.

That was the theme of my speech
here last week, and nothing has hap-
pened. It is also the reason I wrote to
Judiciary Chairman BOB GOODLATTE
last week to request that he take ac-
tion, hold hearings, begin preparations
for the hearings that will come—and
they will come—because the silence of
the Judiciary Committee has been
deafening so far.

As soon as President Trump said on
Friday he was willing to testify under
oath 100 percent, I wrote Judiciary
Chairman GOODLATTE to say the com-
mittee should schedule a hearing and
take the President at his word.

Now, I don’t think the chairman will
invite the President, a man he cam-
paigned for, because the role of the
House Judiciary Committee right now
is to protect the President at all costs,
shielding the President from tough
questions instead of representing the
people’s interest.

In doing so, Judiciary Republicans
and House Republicans in general are
getting deeper and deeper into bed with
this President. You see, they have a
whole agenda, and they are counting
on this President to help them cut
taxes for people with trust funds while
cutting healthcare, education, child
care, civil rights and voting rights for
people who work for a living.

Mr. Speaker, the House Judiciary
Committee ought to be in the middle of
congressional examinations of the
Trump administration, and so far they
have been on the sidelines.

Is it no longer the practice of the
House of Representatives to hold over-
sight hearings? Is it no longer the prac-
tice of this body to hold the executive
branch and the White House account-
able?

I have never seen an administration
more in need of congressional oversight
than this one, yet the Congress does
not dare do anything that might cause
the President to call someone out in
one of his dawn Twitter rants.

We know that the administration has
a policy now—this administration—of
not cooperating with congressional
oversight, instructing agencies not to
comply with inquiries from members of
Congress unless they are a committee
chairman, all of whom happen to be
Republican.

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry, but the
President and his administration are
accountable to over 320 million Ameri-
cans, all 435 Members of this body and
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100 Senators as well, regardless of their
party affiliation.

At least one senior senator called
this policy opposing congressional
oversight nonsense. To his credit, the
Republican chairman of the Judiciary
Committee in the Senate, Mr. GRASS-
LEY of Iowa, is not impacted by the
Trump administration policy because
he is a chairman, but he spoke out
forcefully against the Presidential ob-
struction. See, my friends, that is how
you do it, the way Mr. GRASSLEY did it.
Follow his example.

And then there is our old friend, the
former Speaker and an adviser to the
President, Mr. Gingrich, who is now ad-
vising the President to terminate Mr.
Mueller, the former FBI Director in-
vestigating the President and his sub-
ordinates, including the family mem-
bers of the President. Mr. Gingrich said
Mueller was a superb choice with an
impeccable reputation for fairness just
a couple of weeks ago, but now he says
there is no way Mueller can be fair. He
wants the President to fire Mueller and
he wants a political fight against the
very idea of special prosecutors.

Now, Mr. Gingrich has been joined in
this chorus by a Trump confidante and
golf buddy, the president of Newsmax,
who says the President is contem-
plating firing Mueller.

Mr. Speaker, if you want to see the
President on a fast track to impeach-
ment, then he should take this advice
and fire Mueller. If you want to see
this President in the express lane to
impeachment, no ifs, ands, or buts,
then go for it. We dare you.

Even the Judiciary Committee,
which has shown no interest in doing
anything other than rubber stamping
this administration’s agenda, would be
forced to take action.

———

VETERANS AFFAIRS ACCOUNT-
ABILITY AND WHISTLEBLOWER
PROTECTION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take a moment and rec-
ognize an important piece of legisla-
tion that is scheduled for a vote on the
House floor today, the Veterans Affairs
Accountability and Whistleblower Pro-
tection Act.

This bipartisan legislation will re-
form the VA by allowing the Secretary
to fire underperforming employees, en-
sure appropriate protections for whis-
tleblowers, and authorize the Secretary
to directly appoint folks to critically
important positions that need filled
quickly. This legislation has already
passed the Senate, and I look forward
to its passage in the House, and to send
it to the President for his signature
this week.

Those that serve our Nation are hon-
ored heroes. Unfortunately, the VA bu-
reaucracy hasn’t always provided the
care, respect, and honor they deserve. I
look forward to this vote and to bring-
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ing our valued veterans one step closer
to the care they deserve.

KINSLEY, KANSAS, SUMMER FOOD SERVICE

PROGRAM

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, last
weekend I was honored to join the
Kinsley, Kansas, Summer Food Service
Program at the Kinsley-Offerle Junior-
Senior High School. It always makes
my day when I walk into a room filled
with children I delivered in the past
decade and their moms.

Like those programs in communities
in my district and around the country,
these folks serve free breakfast and
lunch, and the program is sponsored by
the school district. It is great to see
this local partnership, this community
coalition coming together to help their
children.

We live in the most prosperous coun-
try in the world, where we have annu-
ally produced a tremendous abundance
of food, yet it continues to amaze me
that we have the level of hunger that
we do, especially among our own chil-
dren.

Good nutrition is too important for
the development of these young minds
not to ensure, through the commu-
nities and programs like these, that
they are well fed. Whether you are in
the largest ag-producing district in the
country, like mine in Kansas, or a city
on the coast, we have no excuses.

I thank programs like these for their
role in raising a healthy generation.

NATIONAL TEACHERS HALL OF FAME

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, in the
last 2% centuries, 119 of our Nation’s
educators have tragically lost their
lives while serving both their students
and their communities, a terrible sac-
rifice they didn’t expect when they fol-
lowed their calling to help our young
people.

The National Teachers Hall of Fame
in Emporia State University, in my
district, built a memorial honoring
those who have lost their lives while
pursuing their educational calling.
Founded in 2014, the memorial was
built to honor those who had taught
students, ranging from kindergarten to
12th grade, and has now been expanded
to honor fallen educators at all aca-
demic levels.

While the National Teachers Hall of
Fame is regionally recognized, our
country still lacks a national memo-
rial for those that have lost their lives
while serving our students. By recog-
nizing this memorial, we don’t have to
spend a dime of Federal funding, but
we have a place to remember these men
and women.

I have introduced a bill, H.R. 2711,
that will do just that. I encourage my
colleagues to support this bill.

————

COVFEFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, a few
weeks ago, the President tweeted the



June 13, 2017

word ‘‘covfefe.”” We still don’t know
what it means, why the President
tweeted it, or if it was simply an inno-
cent typo, something we are all guilty
of making. But what is more important
than the creation of a random, now in-
famous, word in a tweet is that the
President deleted the post less than 12
hours later. This is just 1 of 18 tweets
the President has deleted since his in-
auguration, and, each time, the ques-
tion is raised whether or not he can le-
gally do that, because when the Presi-
dent deletes a tweet, it is equivalent to
him destroying a record.

That is why I have introduced the
COVFEFE Act, Communications Over
Various Feeds Electronically for En-
gagement. It is a silly name, but a seri-
ous issue. By expanding the Presi-
dential Records Act to include social
media, it would ensure that all tweets
posted by the President from his per-
sonal account are archived and pre-
served and would finally answer the
question on whether or not the Presi-
dent can delete tweets.

Although the bill’s name is a little
tongue-in-cheek, the focus of the legis-
lation is more important now than
ever. If the President is going to take
to social media to make sudden public
policy proclamations, we must ensure
that these statements are documented
and preserved for future reference. As
Sean Spicer has said, each
@realDonaldTrump tweet should be
taken as an official White House state-
ment.
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Tweets are powerful, and the Presi-
dent must be held accountable for
every post, from commenting on
NATO, to the Paris Agreement, to his
Muslim travel ban, and his response to
the devastating terror attack in Lon-
don. And on Monday, we learned that
the appellate court cited the Presi-
dent’s tweet in ruling against the trav-
el ban.

The President’s frequent unfiltered
use of his personal Twitter account as
a means of official communication is
unprecedented, and we must respond
accordingly. Sometimes it takes a cre-
ative acronym to drive attention to a
much larger issue.

This is the second bill I have intro-
duced this Congress to address the lack
of transparency in the administration.
Back in March, I introduced the aptly
named ‘‘Mar-a-Lago Act” to require
the White House visitor logs, or visitor
logs from any other location where the
President conducts official business, to
be made public to the American people.

Unlike the Obama administration,
the current administration stated they
are unwilling to do so. For these rea-
sons, it is critical that we push com-
monsense policy that promotes govern-
ment accountability and transparency,
because in order to maintain public
trust in government, elected officials
must answer for what they do and say.
That includes 140-character tweets and
records of who has the President’s ear
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at the White House, Trump Tower, or
his southern Florida home. If regaining
the public’s trust is the first step, then
taking action to maintain that trust
for the long term is the next.

Standalone transparency legislation
is absolutely necessary, but it is not
enough. We must stop treating trans-
parency and accountability as periph-
eral issues and proactively incorporate
them into everything we do.

Going forward, I will continue to pro-
mote efforts to increase public access
to the Federal Government and ensure
that all elected officials are being held
accountable for their words and their
actions.

——
THE PARIS CLIMATE ACCORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
President Trump’s most important
mandate is to revive America’s strug-
gling economy. This simply cannot be
done under the terms of the Paris cli-
mate accord.

According to The Heritage Founda-
tion, adhering to that agreement would
have destroyed 400,000 American jobs
and forfeit $2.5 trillion in lost produc-
tivity by 2035. That is about $20,000 in
lower annual earnings for a family of
four.

There is a reason we suffered the
slowest economic growth of the post-
war era under Barack Obama: bad deals
and bad policies like this.

President Obama bound America to
the Paris accord by executive fiat. He
committed billions of dollars of taxes
paid by American families to an inter-
national slush fund for developing
countries, and then he set his agencies
loose to suppress American industry,
regardless of the costs imposed on
working Americans.

And for what exactly? The EPA’s own
modeling predicts that if the accord
were fully implemented by 2030, it
would reduce global temperature in-
creases by 17/100ths of 1 degree by 2100.

Its advocates have recently dismissed
this inconvenient truth by explaining:
Well, it would at least send a powerful
signal.

Well, we can already see the cost to
average families of sending this power-
ful signal. European energy prices are
more than twice as high as the United
States, and their economies lag far be-
hind even the anemic growth under
Obama.

California has adopted many of these
policies and now bears one of the high-
est energy costs in the country, along
with the highest poverty rate. Without
the high-tech wealth of the bay area,
California’s economy would trail well
behind the national growth rate.

Paris apologists promise a new era of
green energy jobs. Well, as long as con-
sumers are coerced into buying over-
priced green products and struggling
families are forced to fork over billions
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of dollars through higher utility bills
and taxes, well, of course, politically
connected green energy companies will
do very well, but at enormous expense
to the overall economy.

Those 374,000 solar jobs we hear about
generate just 1 percent of our elec-
tricity. The 187,000 coal, oil, and gas
jobs remaining in this country gen-
erate 65 percent of our electricity.

The wide historical fluctuations in
both carbon dioxide and global tem-
perature suggest that natural influ-
ences vastly outweigh human causes.
Paleoclimatologists tell us that atmos-
pheric CO, levels were five times high-
er during the Jurassic Period, and glob-
al temperatures were 13 degrees higher
during the Pleistocene-Eocene Thermal
Maximum. That is long before humans
or SUVs.

In 2016, President Obama came to Yo-
semite Valley to warn that the last of
Yosemite’s surrounding glaciers would
soon disappear. Ironically, if he stood
on the same spot 20,000 years earlier,
he would have been buried under about
2,000 feet of glacial ice.

The first IPCC report in 1990, sound-
ing the alarm over global warming,
gives us some practical experience with
its climate modeling. Actual global
temperatures are now well below the
lowest of the forecasts that the IPCC
made 27 years ago. And 20 years before
that, the scientific consensus warned
that pollution was about to trigger an-
other Ice Age.

The fact is the current state of
science is a long way from under-
standing the intricate natural forces
and interrelationships in global clima-
tology, let alone being able to accu-
rately predict temperature changes
over hundreds of years within fractions
of a degree. That is perhaps why many
prominent and respected climatolo-
gists continue to challenge and debate
the question, despite claims that 97
percent of the scientists agree and de-
spite calls to silence them as heretics.

As the fable of ‘“The Emperor’s New
Clothes” illustrates, nothing is more
menacing to a flawed consensus than a
single dissenter. Thanks to our politi-
cally incorrect President, the United
States has just stepped forward from
the crowd and pointed out the obvious.

The Paris accord points the way to a
future of skyrocketing energy bprices,
lower productivity and wages, a mas-
sive wealth transfer from America to
nations like China and India, and a per-
manently declining quality of life for
our children.

Fortunately, President Trump has a
different vision, a future in which fami-
lies can enjoy the prosperity that
abundant energy provides and the qual-
ity of life that comes from that pros-
perity. We can’t get there from Paris.

But whichever course we take, one
thing is certain, the Earth will con-
tinue to warm and cool as it has for
billions of years.
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